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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of DraftspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 




HANH NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 10062005 



Application/Control Number: 10/747,792 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2668 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 9-24 and 26-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Vainio et al, US Patent No. 6,577,721 B1, hereafter referred to as 
Vainio. 

Regarding claims 1, 5, 10, 13-14, 22, 27 and 31 Vainio discloses a method and 
system called "Conference call". Vainio discloses the method comprises a process for 
setting up a conference call where the calling party is using a radiotelephone is as 
follows: 

The radiotelephone transmits to the network the telephone number that it wants 
to call. If the called party is not busy, the calling radiotelephone is alerted and the 
connection is established when the called telephone is brought off the hook (i.e. is 
answered). Once this call has been established, the calling party, via the 
radiotelephone, requests the telecommunication network to put this call on hold; col. 3, 
lines 33-44 (establishing a connection with a first party; and transmitting a flash with 
information message on a reverse link signaling channel, the flash with information 
message including a connection control information record that controls a connection 
status of the connected first party). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 19, the step of requesting for setting up a conference in 
the method disclosed by Vainio inherently comprises multi-user connection information 
because it is a telephone conference (wherein the connection control information record 
comprises a multi-party connection control information record). 

Regarding claims 3, 15, 20 and 32, in the setup process, Vainio discloses when a 
first call has been established between the calling party and the first called party, the 
calling party, via the radiotelephone, requests the telecommunication network to put this 
call on hold, col. 3, lines 43-44, col. 4, lines 57-58 (wherein the connection status 
includes one of a party audio mute status, a party hold status, a party active status, and 
a party disconnect status). 

Regarding claims 4, 16, 21 and 33, Vainio discloses the calling party uses 
member identification number stored in the memory for setting the conference, col. 3, 
line 64-col. 4, line 6 (wherein the connection control information record includes a 
connection reference field having a unique identifier assigned to the first party). 

Regarding claims 6 and 23, Vainio discloses the first connection is maintained 
while establishing the second connection with the second called party; col. 3, lines 42- 
49, col. 5, lines 10-19 (establishing a connection with a second party while maintaining 
the connection with the first party). 

Regarding claims 7 and 34, Vainio discloses that the connection for the 
conference call group is established for each of conference call participants. Therefore, 
it holds the second party while establishing a connection with the first conference call 
participant, col. 3, line 62 - col. 4, line 39 (wherein transmitting the flash with information 
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message further comprises transmitting the flash with information message on the 
reverse link signaling channel to place the second party on hold while activating a status 
of the first party). 

Regarding claims 9 and 26, Vainio discloses that the connection for the 
conference call group is established for each of conference call participants. Therefore, 
it activates a status of the first party while maintaining an active status of the second 
party, col. 3, line 62 - col. 4, line 39 (wherein transmitting the flash with information 
message further comprises transmitting the flash with information message on the 
reverse link signaling channel to place the second party on hold while activating a status 
of the first party). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 28, Vainio discloses the calling party and a base station 
exchange information to set up a conference, col. 3, lines 29-50, col. 4, line 52 - col. 5, 
line 23, col. 5, line 49 - col. 6, line 12 (wherein the reverse dedicated signaling channel 
comprises a communication path that exists between a specific mobile station and a 
base station for the exchange of control information from the specific mobile station to 
the base station). 

Regarding claims 12 and 29, as best understood, Vainio discloses that the 
connection for the conference call group is established for each of conference call 
participants. Therefore, the exchanged information between the calling party and the 
system inherently comprises information of all of conference call participants. 

Regarding claims 18, 30 and 35, Vainio discloses the system (fig. 1) comprises: 

a transmitter 8 and a receiver 9 (a transceiver); 
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a controller 1 1 coupled to the transmitter 8 and the receiver 9 to control for 
establishing connections with a plurality of conference call participants. The controller 
generates messages, which is transmitted on a signaling channel, to control connection 
between all of conference call participants, col. 3, lines 29-50, col. 4, line 52 - col. 5, line 
23, col. 5, line 49 - col. 6, line 12 (a controller coupled to the transceiver, the controller 
configured to establish a connection with a first party via the transceiver; a flash with 
information message generation module configured to generate a flash with information 
message including a connection control information record that controls a connection 
status of the connected first party, wherein the controller is further configured to transmit 
flash with information message on a reverse link signaling channel via the transceiver).; 

a memory 12 coupled to the controller 11 for storing conference call participant 
identifiers, col. 3, line 62 - col. 4, line 23, col. 5, lines 45-65 (a party identifier storage 
module configured to store a party identifier associated with the first party). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8 and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 08/05/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claim 1, 13, 18, 30 and 35, page 11, lines 16-19 of the remarks, 
Applicants argue "Vainio does not disclose transmitting a flash with information 
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message including a connection control information record that controls a connection 

status of the connected first party, as recited in independent claim 1, and similarly 

recited in independent claims 13, 18, 30, and 35." Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Page 4, Iines15-19, the specification discloses: 

"The flash with information message generation module 292 can be configured to 
generate a flash with information message including a connection control information 
record that controls a connection status of the connected first party 140. The connection 
status can include a party audio mute status, a party hold status, a party active status, a 
party disconnect status, and/or any other useful connection status ." (Emphasis added) 

The reference in col. 3, lines 41-43 discloses: 

"Once this call (i.e. first call) has been established, the calling party, via the 
radiotelephone, requests the telecommunication network to put this call on hold ." 

and col. 4, lines 55-60: 

"When the control means 1 1 receives a signal from the telecommunication 
network 18 that the first call has been established the control means 11 instructs the 
telecommunication network 18 to place this call on hold. This process is controlled bv 
the control means 1 1 without any need for manual intervention . " 

Thus, the reference clearly teaches this limitation. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai D. Hoang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Chieh can be reached on (571) 272-3042. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thai Hoang 
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